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2 Cor. xili. 5. 


Examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the 
0 faith. | 


F the Holy Ghoſt had not known and foreſeen 
how ſome would have made miftakes, through 
the ſubtle working of ſatan and the weakneſs of 
their own hearts, in the matter of faith, there 
would have been no need of this exhortation: 
And if I was not convinced that many even now 
ſuppoſe they believe who are far from it, I would 
not have choſen this ſubject; but as this is the 
caſe now in Chriſtendom that many err concern» 
ing faith and deceive -themſe]ves, crying Peace 
when there is no peace, I an > y of the 
true ſcriptural doctrine of faith, an of the bene=- 
fits which we receive thereby; and then pray you, 
in the apoſtle's manner, to ſearch yourſelves and 
examine your hearts if ye have faith, or be of that 
number who concerning faith are reprobate. | 
Now ye know how trifling a matter almoſt all 
men make of faith; and hence it is that ſo many 
fooliſhly aſk, Why, have not we all faith in 
Chriſt ? have not we been baptized, learned the 
catechiſm and the creed? and do not we all con- 
- fels the Bible to be the word of God? would you 
have us think ourſelves heathens and infidels? I 
thank: God, (ſays one) I have believed from my 
_ "A 3 cradle; 
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cradle; another has been a believer ever fince he 
could underſtand, &c. &c. All this proves they 
know little about the matter, but would make me 
queſtion if they knew at all what that precious 
thing means. I do not think it would be proper 
to ſay directly ta all forts of people, you do not 
believe, you have not faith, becauſe our Saviour's 
method is beſt: *©* Believeſt thou on the Son of 
God?” And yet this way of dealing with ſome 
would make them angry, and would appear juſt 
as impertinent to many who name Jeſus Chriſt's 
name, as if one ſhould aſk, have you got eyes? 
do you ſee? But however this may ſeem, it is a 
neceſſary queſtion ; and TI wiſh all who hear me 
'to-day\would aſk their own hearts and examine 
themſelves, Am I in the faith? do I believe? 
Happy is that man who can ſay, with the poor 
man in the goſpel, Lord, I believe, help my 
unbelief!“ | | 5 
The common deſeription and definition of 
faith in Chriſt, is the conſent and aſſent to the 
truth and veracity of the ſcriptures; and if this 
was a true account, then our Saviour need not to 
have ſcrupled if he ſhould find faith upon earth at 
his fecond coming, nor the apoſtles to have given 
ſuch a charge concerning keeping the faith: for 
all who call themfelves Chriftians are believers, 
and their number is many millions in the world. 
But bear with me and let me tell you, as a ſervant 
of Jeſus Chriſt and as your ſervant for Chriſt's 
ſake, ſuch a notion is dangerous and againſt the 
mind of all the ſcriptures, and the Apoſtle of out 
profeſſion in particular, who has ſpoken ſo ho- 
nourably of faith and made ſure all his promiſes 
to them that believe. Luther had ſaid, Faith 
is a divine work wrought in the heart by the 


Holy 


| 
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Holy Ghoſt} and a greater than Luther ſaid, 


Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for; the 


evidence, or, as ſome tranſlate it, the witneſs, the 
perſuaſion and aſſurance of things unſeen,” Faith 
is a divine teſtimony and evidence in our hearts, 


whereby God aſſures us, that he who is, and was, 
and 1s to come, was once a man for our ſakes, and 


has died for us on the croſs, and took all our fin. 


and curſe upon himſelf, and has loved us with an 


everlaſting love; has healed us by his ſtripes, has 
waſhed us in his blood, juftified and ſealed us to 
the day of redemption; and this we believe and 
know, this we have learned of the Father; this 


no man can teach his brother, nor any woman her 


neighbour; but this all muſt learn of God, as it 
is written in Iſaiah, “All thy children ſhall be 
taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be the peace 
of thy children,“ Iſa. liv. 13. This all men have 
not but all who aſk it have it, all who ſeek it ſhall 


find it, and none have need to periſh for lack of it, 
but apply to him who reveals his wiſdom to the 
babes and he ſhall not apply in vain; but all muſt 


have it or fall through unbelief; for“ without 


faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; and, he 


that believeth not, ſhall be damned.” To be 
ſhort, as ſure as one believes that there is ſuch a 
country as America, though one has not been 
there; or ſuch a mountain as Teneriff, though 
we have not ſeen it; or ſuch a thing as the fea, 


a man believe the promiſes of God concerning 
Jeſus Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, -which are 
given and read to us, only with this difference, 


that of the former things a man may be firmly 
_ perſuaded, and venture all that he has in this 
world upon che truth of it, and yet get nothing 
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though we have not been near it; ſo verily can 


„ 
by it; but no man can believe the latter, with- 
out enjoying at the ſame time the very bleſſings 
and ſubſtance of what he believes, becauſe faith 
is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and it is 
done to us in the moment we believe according 
to our faith: we can thenceforward ſay, I be- 
lieve and know thou art the Chrift the Saviour of 
the world: I believe thou haſt loved me, and 
given thyſelf for me. Bleſſed are they that are 
of faith, Gal. iii. 9. | 
It is moſt certain that a believer ſhall be ſaved, 
as it is written, If thou believeſt in thy heart on 
the Lord Jeſus, thou ſhalt be ſaved,” Rom. x. . 
Our Saviour ſays the ſame in his laſt words, 


e He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be 


faved,” Mark xvi. 16.; and St. Paul and Silas 
faid to the jailor at Philippi, Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus and thou ſhalt be ſaved,” Acts xvi. 3r. 
But who can think all who profeſs Chriſtianity 
will be ſaved, or hope all who are called by his 
name ſhall efcape judgment, let them live wicked 
as they will, when our Saviour has fo plainly 
fard that, in the laſt day, many ſhall come to 
him and ſay, Lord, Lord, we have been called 


by thy name, we have eat and drank in thy pre- 


fence, &c, to whom he ſhall ſay, Depart from 
me, I never knew you, Matt. vii. 22. 

Now one of theſe two propofitions are true; 
either but few have faith, or ſuch as have faith 
can be loſt, The Holy Ghoſt contradicts the lat- 


ter throughout all the Bible; ſhall we oppoſe 


him ? God forbid'} Let God be true and every 


man a liar.”* No wicked man has faith. No 


drunkard or unclean perſon, no whoremonger, 
or adulterer, or ſwearer, or railer, or perfecutor, 


or friend of this world, is a believer. He is dead 


C31 
to God while he lives, and his carnal dead cone 
ſenting to the ſcriptures wil] profit him nothing. 
He is without faith and no true Chriſtian: | He that 
believes, obtained his faith from the Holy Spirit, 
and is taught of God; and he who knows it, and 
has that underſtanding which St. John mentions 
in the fifth chapter of his firſt epiſtle and at the 
twentieth verſe, whereby we know him that is 
true, and are in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, and this is eternal life.” But why 
need we many words? hear ye the words of the Lord: 
He that believeth, ſhal} not periſh, but have 
eternal life,” John iii 15. Whoſoever believetn 
on him, is born of God,” 1 John v. 1. He that 
believeth, hath the witneſs in himſelf,” 1 John 
v. 10. To them gave he power to become the 
ſons of God, even to as many as believe on his 
name, John i. 12. Whoſoever believeth, ſnall 
receive remi ſſion of his fins,” Acts x. 43. But the 

time would fail me to bring together all the proofs 
of this doctrine which are to be met with in the 
holy ſcriptures, for then I muſt bring the whole 
Bible; for therefore was all written, that you 
might believe on the name of the Son of God, 
and have eternal life through his name, 1 John 
v. 13. John xx. 31. By all theſe ſcriptures you 
may eaſily try if you have faith. Enter then into 
thy cloſet and ſhut the door after thee : hold an 
aſſize in thine own breaſt and judge thyſelf, that 
thou mayeſt not be judged of the Lord; examine . 
thyſelf, if thou art in the faith; aſk thy heart, 
Have I eternal life? am l born of God? are m 
ſins remitted? am I a child of God? elſe what 
good does my dead faith do? whay benefit have 1 
by the death and blood of Jeſus ? or what are his 
ſufferings and wounds to me, if I am not healed 


and helped thereby? Nor let ſuch thoughts riſe 
- | in 
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1 
. In thy heart as if none could now be thus bleſſed 
or have the ſame faith which once the diſciples 
and martyrs had; for there is but one faith; and 
except thou haſt that one faith, thou canſt not be 
ſaved; nor reaſon ſophiſtically, as if it was poſ- 
ſible to have true faith, eternal life, and pardon 
of ſins, and thou not know it, for it is antiſerip- 
tural. All his people know him, from the leaſt 
to the greateſt. His ſneep know him; and there- 
fore ſays St. John, I have written to you, that 
ye may know that you have eternal life;” and thus, 
in the text, St. Pauł ſhews you how to find out if 
you have faith or not. What! he ſays, know 
ye not that Jeſus Chriſt is in you?” Be honeſt 
and upright; do not deſire to quiet your con- 
ſciences or cry to your hearts as in another ſenſe 
Paul cried to the jailor, Do thyſelf no harm” 
but be jealous about your eſtate, and examine 
whether you are in the faith. Awake out of your 
fumbering condition, nor be content till you can 
ſay, I believe I believe Jeſus loved me and died 
for me! [With this faith begins eternal life and 
all happineſs. It is this that juſtifies and brings 
peace to the heart. It is to this the Holy Ghoſt 
bears witneſs that we are the children of God; and 
where this faith is in the heart, there the ſouls 
overcome the world, are delivered from fin, are 
waſhed and ſaved from the dread of death, through 
which all their lifetime they were ſubject to bon- 
dage, and ſet aboye the fear of hell and ſatan, as 
if both were aboliſhed for ever. But where this 
true and living faith is not, there ſatan and fin 
reign; there the ſoul is in continual terror, and 
has a ſort of conſtant fearful looking for judgment 
and fiery indignation z and well it may be ſo, for 
no creature is ſafe without it. The moſt ſelf- 
righteous and ſeemingly holy, and even the ſin- 
1 | Ceœere 
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tere man, who ſeeks to make himſelf good and 
juſt, is, after all, but almoſt perſuaded to be a 
Chriſtian, He ſtill is uneaſy and reſtleſs, becauſe 
yet he lacks one thing; one thing is {till needful; 
it is faith in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 

How ſome people can reconcile the fears of death 
and eternity with real and inward Chriſtianity, or 
the ſecret doubtings and falling into deſponding 
thoughts about their intereſt in Jeſus with faith, 
that f do not underſtand. Can one, who believes 
his name is in the book of life, be afraid to die 
Or can one who 3 the Lamb of God 
has taken away his ſins, ſhudder at the approach 
of eternity? O it is not likely. Does the child 
tremble becauſe his ſchool is done, that he may go 
home to his dear parents, whoſe only ſon he is ? 
Or does the poor ſhipwrecked mariner ſhudder ta 
ſee the day break and find himſelf juſt aſhore? 
Or does the ſlave lament to be ranſomed and freed, 
or the poor priſoner weep and grieve to have his 
priſon-door opened and his chains knocked off, 
| becauſe his king has pardoned him? Ye know, my 
brethren, it is contrary to nature. But juſt as the 
wayfaring man rejoices t) ſee the end of his jours 
ney, or the labourer, who has toiled hard all day, 
is glad to reſt; ſo a believer rejoices when his 
chilling limbs forebode his departure, or his faul- 
tering eyes preſage his haſtening end. As he be- 
lieves, ſo he expects to meet the Lamb his Saviour 
in peace, and ſo he ſhall find it and not be diſap- 
pointed. Yea, the believer, when he but thinks 
on the happy moment when he ſhall depart and flee 
away, has his heart leap for joy, and he hafteng 
on with expectations and longings, which cannot 
be uttered, for that time of grace: and whence 
comes this? Becauſe he believes; becauſe he has 
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that faith once delivered to the ſaints. He has that : 


only dependence on God his Saviour which the 


former children of God had, and by which the 


confeſſors and witneſſes of Chriſt, in all ages, fo 
gladly yielded to all ſufferings, and even to la 
down their lives. But the greateſt heroes in Chrif. 


tianity were weak and like other men, till by faith 


they waxed valiant in their fight, and obtained the 


witneſs that they pleaſed God: then life was 
Chriſt, and death was gain. Examine thyfelf now 


then, and ſee if thou haſt faith. Doſt thou be- 
lieye in Jefus that he is thy Saviour? Does th 
heart bound and dance in thee to anſwer, Yes, 


believe? I believe he is my Lord, my Rock, and 


my ſtrong Salvation. How would it be with thee 
ſhould now the ſun, that ruled this day, be dark- 
ened, and the moon and ſtars withdraw their 
ſhining? Suppoſe that now one ſhould ſurpriſe 


thee by telling thee, He is coming on the clouds 


of heaven with all his angels, the fea and its 
waves are roaring and the mountains and hills 


removing, and heaven and earth fleeing before the 


Son of man, how would it ſound to thee? Would 
thy heart be glad ? Shouldeſt thou like to feel the 
earth trembling underneath, and ſee yonder blue 
ſky filled with myriads of bleſſed fpirits, and hear 
all the angels hailing down the God whoſe veſture 
is dipped in blood, with all their harps and trum- 


pets ſounding before him, and hear louder and' © 
louder the voice of the archangel and the trump 


of God, Ariſe and come to judgment | Put the 


caſe near to thee, for that day ſhall ſurely come, 


and thine eyes ſhall ſee the Son of the moſt high 


God deſcending to divide between the ſheep and 


the goats; and doſt thou believe that thou ſhould- 
eſt meet him with joy? Can thy ſoul think on 4 
| | wit 
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with pleaſure? Canſt thou ſay, Ves, Lord Jeſus, 
I long for thee: O come quickly! Then happy 
thou, and bleſſed be the day when thou waſt born; 
for ſo ſurely as thou truſteſt in him, ſo ſurely as 
thou believeſt in Jeſus, ſo ſurely ſhall he confeſs 
thee in that day, and thou ſhalt enter with him 
into the bride- chamber, and be ever with him. 
But examine thyſelf : how cameſt thou by this 
faith? how was it when thou believedſt? Methinks 
I hear thee ſay, O! I was once, like others, dead 
while I lived; I loved pleaſure, was fond of the 
world, and contented myſelf with the form of god- 
lineſs, till the Lord called to me as he did once to 
Adam, Where art thou?“ till he ſtopped me in 
the height of my ſins (as he did Balaam, with his 
ſword in his hand) and made my heart hear him 
ſay, Why perſecuteſt thou mie?” Then did I 
awake, and my whole life and all my fins became 
a burden intolerable and more than I could bear; 
I was afraid I ſhould never be ſaved. A ſenſe of 
my guilt was ever before me, and my heart failed 
within me. I attempted to make vows and reſol u- 
tions of amendment ; and, if poſfible, would have 
made myſelf righteous: but, OI I ſaid, all my 
righteouſneſs was filthy rags; fin revived, and 
died; I was ready to periſh ; I felt my heart like 
a ſtone; my hypocriſy and ſhame and fins became 
abominable in my eyes, ſo that I was quite miſe- 
rable, and felt how well I deſerved hell. I knew 
my infidelity; I knew I did not, I could not be- 
lieve on the Son of God: I wanted faith in him, 
and wiſhed to know he loved me. But then did 
the Holy Ghoſt direct me to him, ſhewed me my 

bleeding High-Prieft, led me to the living foun- 
_  drep could waſh me whiter than ſnow. O how did 
. 52 888 


ood, and made me feel that he-leaꝑt 
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T languiſk and thirſt for his blood! how did I figh 
for his wounds and wiſh to be ſaved | I believed 
he could ſave me and none beſide : and now I was 
drawn to him; now eame the day much to be re- 
membered, the time of grace : I called upon the 
Redeemer, and my conſtant thought was, Have 
mercy upon me] Have mercy upon me!” I held 
him with an unſpeakable longing for grace; and 
then did he ſmile, and I received faith in his 
name; then did he whiſper, “Thy fins are for- 
given.“ I believe he loved me and ſhed his bload 
for me; I believed, and felt my fins were done 
away and my iniquity purged ; all was new in a 
moment; I had eternal life; I was born of God, 
and God's Spirit bore witneſs with my ſpirit that 
I was a child of God, I had the witneſs in my- 
ſelf, and was ſure the promiſes of God were true, 
I beljeved and knew that I was my Beloved's, and 
my Beloved was mine, Eon | | 
This, this is the language of a faithful ſoul 
this is the natural way in which an enamoured 
Chriſtian expreſſes the manner of his believing in 
Jeſys. He knows he was once blind ; he knows 
e was once in unbelief till the Comforter came, 
whoſe firſt work and office is to convince of fin, 
becauſe they believe not in Chriſt ; and then, ſe- 
condly, he convinces of righteouſneſs, namely, 
the righteouſneſs of the Lord our God, the righ- 
teouſneſs of the ſecond Adam, which righteouſneſs 
is made ours by faith, and juſtifies all who believe 
in Jeſus from all things from which it is impoſſible 
to be juſtified by the law, or works, or any thing 
elſe, | 
I know this doctrine ſounds ſtrange and un- 
couth to many ears, eſpecially to ſuch as have 
neyer queſtioned their faith or belief in our Sa- 
| Viour. 
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yiour, But, as I ſaid before, whenever men think 
I have always believed, it is a manifeſt argument 
they have not believed to this day. Wonder not 
then if ſuch condemn this doctrine or deſpiſe it x 
nor be diſcouraged if thou art perſecuted and ſlan- 
dered for contending for this faith. If you ſhould 
get ſuch people to confeſs this, and no other is 
the true faith of God's ele, they would ſeem 
themſelves ſtripped of their Chriſtianity in a mo- 
ment, and could fay, as once Laban did to Jacob, 
4 Thou haſt taken away my gods, and what have 
I got more?” It is therefore ſo hard to convince 
ſuch that they believe not, that it needs the Holy 
Ghoſt, and none elſe can do it. It is againſt the 
pride of our nature to ſuffer one's ſelf to be ac- 
counted an infidel or an unbeliever; and yet, like 
it or not, all are ſuch who have not eternal life, 
forgiveneſs of fin, and the inward witneſs in their 
hearts, that Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour loves them, 
Whoſoever then here examines himſelf. and 
finds he is not in the faith, let him with tears and 
| ſhame confeſs it before our Saviour, and 9 
not to be ſatisfied till they have it. Cry in vour 
hearts to him who is the Author and Finiſher of 
faith: and though ſome ſhould try to hinder you 
by perſuading you that you need not be conc:rn- 
ed, that you are certainly good Chriſtians, that 
God does not require ſuch things at your hands, 
&c. do as Bartimeus, cry ſo much the more a 
great deal, till Jeſus ſtands ſtill and ſays to you, 
„ What will you that I ſhould do unto you?“ 
But above all do not let unbelief be cheriſhed or 
encouraged, that is the worſt ſin of all. It is a 
mercy and a bleſſing when a ſoul can believe who 
eſus is, namely, the Lord and a Saviour. Do you 
lieye this? then ſay, © Lord Jeſus, if thou wits 
g 8 thou 
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thou canſt make me clean; thou haſt power to 
quicken and give eternal life to whom thou wilt; 
thou art the Lord of heaven and earth; all ſouls 
are in thy hands; and nothing is too hard for thy 
right hand to bring to paſs: ſay tomy heart and eyes, 
Ephphatha be opened, and grant me a confidence 
towards thee, what thou art pleaſed to call truſt- 
ing and believing in thee: increaſe my faith, and 
let me ſee the glory of God; let thy Spirit cry in 
my heart, Abba Father! „ 

There are many who will not believe that faith 
is now the ſame as formerly, or that thereby we 
can know the Lord, or be perſuaded he loves us, 
or feel our ſins forgiven: and, for my part, I do 
not know what ſuch people pretend to believe 
more than the devils. Believe what they will 
befide, it brings no true happineſs to the heart, 
and is no more than confeſſing, how good our 
Saviour was to the primitive Chriſtians, what 
wonders he did in our father's days, and how 
the faints found mercy, but now it is as if all 
was ceaſed; and the God, whoſe name is the 
Unchangeable, is altered, and his faith no more 
of effect, How can ſuch an one get forgiveneſs, 
when he does not believe it is to be gotten ? Or, 
how can he believe' to ſalvation, who does not 
expect to be ſaved here, or be aſſured of going to 
keaven through faith, when he denies there is any 
ſuch thing in the world? He cannot have it; he 

cannot enter into the reſt, becauſe of unbelief. 
Our Saviour's word and promiſes are rejected by 
ſuch an one, and God ſhall reje him, becauſe he 
has not believed the only begotten Son of God. 
This was that ſin which ruined ſo many in Iſrael 
| in the time of Moſes: they were deſtroyed of the 
deſtroyer; they were ſlain with ſerpents; there 
periſhed, 
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periſhed, in one day, twenty-three thouſand; and 
wherefore ? Becauſe they erred in their hearts and 
believed not, ſo God ſwore in his wrath, they 
ſhall not enter into my reſt.” This hindered our 


Saviour to do many mighty works in Naparethe | 


| | becauſe of their unbelief. And this was Kis re- 

ſolution when he bleſſed his diſciples and wag 
taken up from them upon mount Olivet, ©* He 
that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but 
he that believes not, ſhall be damned, Mark 
xvi. 16, So, on the other hand, all things 
are poſſible to him that believeth.” ** Only be- 
lieve,” ſays our Saviour, and thou ſhalt ſee the 
glory of God.” «© Believe on me, and thou ſhalt 
ee greater things than theſe.” It is hence that 
our Saviour ſo often aſked ſuch as came to him, 
* Believeſt thou that I can do this? And always 
tells ſuch as he had healed or pardoned, ©* Thy 
faith hath ſaved thee; thy faith hath made thee 
whole: be it unto thee according to thy faith.” 
And it is on this account that the apoſtles have 
ſpoken ſuch excellent things of faith; how through 
it the fathers knew they were righteous, walked 
with God, had the teſtimony that they pleaſed 
him, wrought their righteouſneſs, were bleſſed 


and juſtified, and had peace with God; and eſpe- 


cially in the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews, 
after the ſcripture had obſerved how all the pro- 


* - phets and noble champions of God, who ſaw afar 


off the promiſes and believed and died in faith, it 
is ſaid, ** Wherefore God was not aſhamed to be 
called their God, but prepared for them a city.” 


And in all St. Paul's epiſtles, but eſpecially to 


the Romans, Galatians and Epheſians, he ſets 


forth that we are juſtified and made righteous only 


by faith in Chriſt ; that our faith, as Abraham's, 


| 1 16 J 
is imputed to us for righteouſneſs ; and that it is 
not our 82 ſtrict life, or obſerving the 


law, will make one juſt before God, but faith in 
the dying and crucified Lamb; and it is a manifeſt 
error, and dangerous, when people have ſuppoſed 
to get to heaven any other way; or, in oppoſition 
to the faith, aſſert, we muſt be juſtified and ſaved 
by our works. Of ſuch people there are two 
ſorts, ſome who make nothing of faith, but place 
all in the moral and obedient life of man; and 
theſe are a ſort of poliſhed Heathen, a refined 
company of Atheiſts, who can ſooner venture up- 
on their works than upon the blood of the Son of 
God, and who hope to get in by ſome other way 
than by him. No, they never ſhall; he has ſworn, 
and will not repent: ** To me ſhall every knee 
bow.” And that God, whoſe dying and redemp- 
tion they deſpiſe and make light of, ſhall eſteem 
them thieves and robbers in the preſence of all 
the angels, becauſe they entered not in by the 
door Chriſt, but ſought to climb up ſome other 
way. They may do what they will, and build 
as well as they pleaſe, and glory in their duties, 
their charity and moral life, it is all filthy rags, 
it ſhall fall, and great ſhall be the fall of it, 
becauſe it is built upon ſand, 
But there is another ſort of men, who have a 
notion of their doing part and Chriſt the reſt 
that is, they will be the foundation, and Chriſt 
ſhall be the top-ſtone; they the firſt, and he the 
laſt, They will take his righteouſneſs, the piece 
of new cloth to mend their old raiment: theſe 
are ſuch, who knowing they have not true peace 
, of heart, nor any certainty that they ſhall be 
ſaved, imagine not that their fault is in their be- 


ing unbelievers, but they think they muſt do a 
| | great 
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great deal, and ſo add and join together their 
works and faith, and ſo make up their righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſo fly to St. James's epiſtle, and rea» 
ſon, Can faith ſave a man? © Is not our faith 
made perfect by works? Was not Abraham him- 
ſelf juſtified by works, and Rahab ?“ I anſwer, 
the faith St. James ſpeaks of, all who are called 
Chriſtians have, but it will not ſave them, it is 
a dead faith, ſuch as devils have, who believe 
there is one God and tremble, but are not better 
for all their belief; ſo it is St. James ſets at nought 
ſuch a believing, and bids us to ſhew it by our 
works; and whenever ſee men living finful lives, 
and yet prating of faith, I would fay, ſhew it by 
your fruits; and know that as yet you have nei- 
ther part nor lot in the matter. Where true faith 
is, there is a holy life ; there are indeed the fruits 
and good works which adorn the goſpel of God 
our Saviour, and ſhew to the world that we are 
juſt and faithful men; and this is what St. James 
means when he ſays, Abraham was juſtified by 
works when he offered up his ſon Iſaac upon the 
altar: that is, then he was juſtified in the ſight. 
of his whole houſe and in the ſight of his fervants, 
when he ſpared not his only child, but offered 
him up when God called him to do ſo. But who 
can forget how many years before this it was that 
Abraham believed God, and his faith was ac- 
counted to him for righteouſneſs; even before 
Iſaac was born or himſelf circumciſed, and he re- 
ceived circumciſion as a ſeal of the righteouſneſs | 
which he had by faith, being yet uncircumciſed, . 
But the true matter is this: before God nothing 
avails but Jeſus Chriſt and faith in his blood; 
and whoſoever believeth, his faith ſhall be reck- 
oned to him for righteouſneſs z and the obedience 
& | C - - * 
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and good works, and life and ſuffering of Jeſus, 


with all his merits, are thereby ours, and we 


know it, and ſtand before God therein perfect 


and juſt; and this, and this only is our wedding- 
garment, our white robe, our clean linen : but 
before men, faith alone do not juſtify, for there 
our good works muſt ſhine, that they may ſee 
them, and glorify our Father which is in heaven, 
And, as I ſaid before, it is nonſenſe to boaſt of 
faith when one is a ſlave of fin, a breaker of the 
Jaw, a lover of the world, an unclean perſon, 
ſuch know not what faith is; for faith purifies 
the heart; by faith we are ſaved from ſin; we 
overcome the world by faith; and this faith is 
not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God: it is not 
natural, it is from above, and is the greateſt 
bleſſing a true Chriſtian has in the world, for 
hereby he ſecs Jeſus, has peace through the 
ſhedding of his blood, is perſuaded of ſa]vation, 
and feels and is confident he has eternal life; 
ſo that he can ſay, to the honour of our only 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, “ I live, and yet not I, but 
Chriſt lives in me; and the life which I now live 
T live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himſelf for me.” And whereas 
another doubts if Jeſus be the Lord, he believes 
in him: another doubts if Jeſus loves him, he 
believes it and rejoices with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory: another doubts if faith alone juſ- 
tifies before God, he believes it, and is juſtified 
and ſaved already: another doubts and queſtions 
if one can know Jeſus before death, he believes 
and knows him to be with him and in him, and 
his body is now his temple ; another has ſcruples 
about his eternal ſtate, he believes, I am waſh- 
ed, I am juſtified, I ſhall be with him forever, 


I am 
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Jam ſealed to the day of redemption: whether 
J live I live to the Lord, or whether I die I die 
to the Lord; whether 1 live or die I am the 
Lord's. In ſhort, as David and St. Paul ſay, 
I have believed, and therefore have I ſpoken,” 
ſo a beliver ſpeaks becauſe he believes and is not 
afraid, But others, who have not faith, whom 
John calls the fearful and unbelievers, are afraid 
to ſpeak, and continue in doubt and fear; or, if 
they are not ſincere, they ſcruple not to brand 
the true ſaith with all opprobrious names, and 
call it blaſphemy, preſumption, and all that is 
bad: but let ſuch know, a time ſhall come when 
they ſhall rue ſuch behaviour, and feel the want 
of the faith they have deſpiſed; for who can 
eſcape? who enters eternity, or leaves the world 
cheerfully, but he who believeth that Jeſus is his 
Lord God and Saviour, and whoſe blood has 
waſhed away all his fins? You ſee then how ne- 
ceſſary it is to try your own hearts, and examine 
yourſe] ves, if you are in the faith: do this, then, 
in the preſence of that Son of man, whoſe eyes are 
like a flame of fire, and let your hearts be Jifted' 
up to him till you can joyfully and without feac 
ſay, I believe thou art my Lord and my God; 
thou haſt caſt all my ſins behind thy back; 
thou haſt loved me and died for me: ſo ſhalt 
thou go thy way rejoicing, and live and die in 
faith, and be happy and bleſſed here and here- 
after. Amin. 
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1. 
H= OW happy he, anda firm 8 
: On Chit nor doubting faints! 
But earneſt for that faith: contends | 
Deliver'd to the ſaints: 23405 
Whoſe faithful ſpirit feels within 
His everlaſting love; 
Whom he believes, though now unſeen, 
nn 10 thoſe _ 
No more in darkneſs left to grope, 
By faith enlighten'd now, | 
His heart enjoys the living hope, 
And foretaſtes _— - below. 
His name he knows is now enroll'd 
Among that choſen train 
Who, highly favour'd, him behold, 
Who once for them w was lain, | 
O Holy Ghoft, whoſe office "I 
That faith to me impart ; 
That earneſt of eternal bliſs, 
That witneſs; in — | 
Inſpire me with that confidence 
In Jeſus and his death, 
That cheerful I may go ffom hence 
To th' Author of my faith, 
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